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" There's no getting away from the lice I " Gregc
admitted.
" So It fits perfectly. And it goes on : ' And their advei
saries said: We offend not, because they have sinnei
against the Lord, the habitation of justice, even the Lore
the hope of their fathers.                                                   <*l
" ' Remove out of the midst of Babylon, and go forth on
of the land of the Chaldeans, and be as the he-goats befor
the flocks.
" * For lo, I will raise and cause to come up agains
Babylon an assembly of great nations from the nori
country; and they shall set themselves in array agains
her ; from thence she shall be taken ; their arrows sha
be as of a mighty expert man ; none shall return in vain.
" ' And Chaldea shall be a spoil; all that spoil her sha
be satisfied, saith the Lord. Because ye were glad, becaus
ye rejoiced, O ye destroyers of mine heritage. . . .' "
" Daddy Grishaka ! You might explain it all to me i
simple language. I don't understand it at all," Gregc
interrupted. But the old man chewed his lips, stared at hir
with an absent gaze, and replied :
" I'll be finished in a minute. Listen ! ' . . . because y
are grown fat as the heifer at grass, and bellow as bull!
Your mother shall be sore confounded, she that bare yo
shall be ashamed : behold, the hindermost of the natior
shall be a wilderness, a dry land and a desert. Because c
the wrath of the Lord it shall not be inhabited, but it sha
be wholly desolate : everyone that goeth by Babylon sha
be astonished, and hiss at all her plagues/ "
" What does it all mean ? " Gregor pleaded again, begii
nlng to feel a little irritated.
The old man did not reply, but closed the Bible and la
down on the stove. " And everybody's like that," Gregc
thought as he went out of the room. " When they're youn
they have a good time, drink their vodka and sin like tt
rest. But when they're old, the more they raged in the
gmth the more they seek to save themselves from Go<
ere's Grishaka with teeth like a wolf's. They say thi
when he used to come home from service all the women j
the village wept because of him, all fell before him. An
now ... If I live to old age I shan't be like that. I'm r
Bible-thumper.''